THE FIRST AMERICAN PRESIDENT   187

changed names. A fundamental difference in the
ideas of the Americans sprang from their views in
regard to National and State rights. Some of them
regarded the State as the ultimate unit. Others in-
sisted that the Nation was sovereign. These two
conflicting views run through American history
down to the Civil War, and even in Washington's
time they existed in outline. Washington himself
was a Federalist, believing that the Federation of
the former Colonies should be made as compact and
strongly knit as possible. He had had too much
evidence during the Revolution of the weakness of
uncentralized government, and yet his Virginia ori-
gin and training had planted in him a strong sym-
pathy for State rights. In Washington's own Cabi-
net dwelt side by side the leaders of the two parties:
Thomas Jefferson, the Secretary of State, though
born in Virginia of high aristocratic stock, was the
most aggressive and infatuated of Democrats. Alex-
ander Hamilton, born in the West Indies and owing
nothing to family connections, was a natural aristo-
crat. He believed that the educated and compe-
tent few must inevitably govern the incompetent
masses. His enemies suspected that he leaned
strongly towards monarchy and would have been
glad to see Washington crowned king.

President Washington, believing in Assumption, States, and that some concomitant measure
